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You never know what you’re
going to find when opening
the Zing! file most mornings,

but sometime contributors surprise
us.

For instance, in Friday’s Zing!s,
two writers paid tribute to Mel Eby,
Tallahassee’s unassuming champi-

on for the home-
less. He was hon-
ored last week for
getting the most
votes as the Talla-
hassee Democrat’s
Person of the Year.

“I did not vote for
him but am thrilled
that Mel Eby is
Person of the Year.
The man is my hero
and the closest we
have to a genuine
saint here in Flori-
da.”

“Congratulations, Democrat, for
getting it right. Mel Eby got better
coverage than the (Bobby Bowden)
statue!”

That says something about Mel,
and his work at The Shelter. It also
indicates the more people are fol-

lowing news about homelessness in
our community.

I’ve knownMel for several
years, having interviewed him
several times. The general rule is
that you can catch him around 7
p.m. at The Shelter. If he has time
to talk, he will. If he doesn’t, he’ll
let you know.

He’s a straight-up guy with a
passion.

In fact, when I walked up to
congratulate him at the ceremony,
he said, “Thanks” but then immedi-
ately reminded me that he’d sent in
about three items, with only one
getting published. As I said, he’s a
straight-shooter.

But for those of you who posted
accolades on Facebook and wrote
in to Zing!, there’s a way that you
can help the work of Eby and oth-
ers, like Susan Pourciau, executive
director of the Big Bend Homeless
Coalition. Next week, the coalition
will be directing volunteers who
will be participating in the Home-
less Point-in-Time Count and Hous-
ing and Health Survey.

This is important in that volun-
teers are needed to canvass the

community and interview the
homeless. They will be visiting
camps where people seek shelter,
as well as visiting The Shelter and
the Haven of Rest in downtown
Tallahassee.

The survey is being supervised
by the staff at the Big Bend Home-
less Coalition. If you’re 18 and old-
er and interested, you can sign up
online at bigbendhc.org or by e-
mailing Stephanie Beckingham at
sbeckingham@bigbendhc.org. The
deadline to register is Friday, and
you must commit to attend a train-
ing session from 2 to 5 p.m. at the
coalition’s office onWest Pensacola
Street.

There’s plenty of room on the
shifts, and organizers are hoping to
get volunteers from local govern-
ment, along with those trained in
social work, urban planning, psy-
chology and other disciplines.

Included in the three-day survey
(Jan. 28-30) is the number of people
counted on one particular day. In
2011, that number was 683. In 2012,
it was 738. It’s expected that this
year’s numbers will be higher.

It’s also important in that the

numbers help local advocates like
those at the Homeless Coalition
and The Shelter to get a more accu-
rate count for this community and
improve the chances of receiving
more money for programs from
the federal government.

Homeless veterans are a high
priority under the Obama admini-
stration.

“Right now, the federal govern-
ment has an initiative to get all
homeless veterans in housing in
five years,” Pourciau said. “It’s
important in our community to
identify every homeless veteran in
our community and report back to
the Veterans Administration and to
the Department of Housing and
Urban Development. If we can
show we have that need, then they
can provide those resources.”

Another focus of the 100,000
Homes campaign, of which the
local coalition is one of the identi-
fied partners of the national pro-
ject, is to identify those people with
critical medical needs so they can
be fast-tracked in getting medical

Survey takes a close look at the homeless

TAKE PART
What: Homeless
Point-in-Time
Count and
Housing and
Health Survey.
When: Jan.
28-30
Contact: big-
bendhc.org or
call 850-576-
5566
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“It’s awful to bring public figures’
children into the political debate.
They don’t deserve to be there.”

CHRIS CHRISTIE, New Jersey governor

Zing!
READERS’ OPINIONS
STATED SUCCINCTLY
» Really, Gov. Rick? Early voting? Up
for re-election are we?

» Drag out the demise, because when
it’s gone the Brogan is gone, and
there’s no cachet in being on the
board of a dead, failed museum.

»What more information does the
Brogan board need? Some people
like it, some don’t care, and not
enough people think it’s worth an
admission or donation. Oh, and
you’re in debt.

» Next year’s back-to-school essentials
should include a Secret Service
agent for every child. Really?

» If making license plates is priva-
tized, prisoners should have a job
waiting for them when they are
released.

» Invisible fine print on a FAMU job
application: “Only those having a
past history, in any context, with
FAMUwill be considered.”

» Enough about football already. It’s
basketball season, and baseball is
right around the corner. Get with
the program.

» Roundabouts are like directional
indicators; a third of the drivers do
not know how to use them.

» Hopefully the Florida Legislature
will authorize a new slogan for ve-
hicle tags: “In Glock We Trust.”

» I understand that the “bad guys”
might obtain high-capacity guns no
matter what the law is, but in what
circumstances do the “good guys”
need to be killing 20 to 30 people?

» Like Manti Te’o, I too was the victim
of a cruel hoax. A woman I met in a
bar convinced me that she was in
actuality my wife. Weeks later,
when my real wife confronted me
with the truth, I told her how I had
been duped.

But Zing! is the real thing. Email zing@tallahassee.com or write
P.O. Box 990, Tallahassee, FL 32302. And be sure to check out the
Zing! blog at Tallahassee.com or on Twitter at @zinginbox.

It’s hard to argue there is a more
significant home in Tallahassee
than the Spring House, which was

designed by the most famous archi-
tect in American
history, Frank Lloyd
Wright.

Whether it can be
saved is another
matter.

But the possibility
is exciting.

More than 70
volunteers gathered
on Jan. 12 for a work
party at the Spring
House. Another 100
people attended an
evening reception at

the house—where owner Clifton
Lewis regaled visitors with stories of
the house and its architect.

It was a kickoff event by the
Spring House Institute, a nonprofit
organization started by the Lewis
family, which intends to deed the
home to the institute. The goal is to
raise at least $500,000 to restore the
house and turn it into a cultural cen-
ter. The aim is to create a facility for
conferences on art, architecture and
environment, as well as weddings
and receptions.

“I would hope the local communi-
ty will share this challenge with me
and the Spring House Institute,” said
Kevin Schweizer, a boardmember
and New Smyrna architect whose
father, Nils Schweizer, wasWright’s
supervising architect during con-
struction. “If we can figure out a way
to get the money, this will be a great
community building.”

Unless you’re a longtime resident
of Tallahassee, chances are you’ve
never seen the Spring House. It’s on
Okeeheepkee Drive, a narrow resi-
dential road off NorthMonroe just
north of I-10.

The Spring House was designed
byWright in 1952 for George and
Clifton Lewis, scions of Tallahassee
pioneer families. It was constructed
in 1954 for about $50,000 on 10 acres
of a former pecan grove.

The house was placed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places in

1979. Last year, it was ranked No. 47
in a statewide vote of Florida’s Top
100 Buildings— the same year it was
placed on the state’s “11Most En-
dangered Historic Buildings” by the
Florida Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion.

The Lewises raised their four
children in the home, whereWright
fans from around the world regularly
showed up on the doorstep. Lewis
children continued to occupy it until
2010.

Despite their obvious appreciation
for good architecture, the Lewises
were not what Southerners used to
call “house proud.” They never got
around to installing air conditioning,
and Clifton was famously averse to
housework. Abandoned as a resi-
dence, the house grewmoldy and the
grounds overgrown.

Thus last Saturday’s flurry of
shovels, rakes, wheelbarrows, dust
rags, mops and brooms was an up-
lifting first step.

“The house has never looked this
good,” said grandson George Lewis
III, a member of the Spring House
Institute board. “My grandmother is

a great woman. But the place was
packed with stuff when she lived
here.”

The Spring House is an example
of the “hemicycle” design, a term
Wright coined for his design of sever-
al houses at the end of his career:
The 2,300-square-foot home occupies
a semi-circle and looks something
like a ship from the outside.

Wright designed about 500 houses
in his career, though fewer than 10 in
the hemicycle style. More important-
ly, the Spring House is the only house
Wright designed in Florida, where he
also designed the campus of Florida
Southern College in Lakeland. In
1950, Clifton buttonholed him at a
World Federalist Conference at the
school and successfully lobbied him
to design her home.

“(The Spring House) is important
in respect to Wright and his whole
cycle of styles,” saidMary Jo Spec-
tor, a Tallahassee architect andmem-
ber of the Spring House Institute
board. “I think it has a value (to Flori-
da) from a historic and cultural per-
spective.”

No small part of that perspective
is George and Clifton Lewis. George
was president of his family’s Lewis
State Bank; Clifton was aMay Queen.
But the couple early on shed the
expectations of their aristocratic
status.

In the 1960s, George and Clifton
Lewis were among the first white
people in Tallahassee to embrace the
civil rights movement— and in a big
way. Theymarched in protests,
wrote letters to the editor, brought
black friends to their all-white

Frank Lloyd Wright
house gets new life

The Lewis family’s Spring House, built in 1954 with a shape reminiscent of a ship, is designed in Frank Lloyd Wright’s hemicycle
style. KEVIN SCHWEIZER/SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

A volunteer works around the fireplace
in the Spring House during a cleanup of
the Frank Lloyd Wright-designed home
on Jan. 12. GERALD ENSLEY/DEMOCRAT

SPRING HOUSE
For more information or to contribute to
the restoration of the Spring House, visit
www.preservespringhouse.org.

AT TALLAHASSEE.COM
In two videos, Gerald Ensley provides an
overview of the Spring House and George
Lewis III says his grandparents’ home en-
courages people to think outside the box.

See ENSLEY » 3C

Gerald Ensley
The View
From Here
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Dear Socially Liberal
Fiscal Conserva-
tive Friend,

That’s pretty toothy, so
I’m going to call you Bob.

But whatever specific
name you go by, Bob, you
know who you are. You’re
the sort of person who

says to
his con-
servative
friends
or co-
workers
some-
thing
like, “I
would
totally
vote for
Repub-
licans if
they

could just give up on
these crazy social is-
sues.”

When you explain
your votes for Barack
Obama, you talk about
how Republicans used to
be muchmore moderate
and focused on important
things such as low taxes,
fiscal discipline and bal-
anced budgets.

When Colin Powell
was on “Meet the Press”
the other day, you nodded
along as he lamented how
the GOP has lost its way
since the days when it
was all about fiscal re-
sponsibility.

And, Bob, you think
Republicans are acting
crazy-pants on the debt
ceiling. You don’t really
follow all of the details,
but you can just tell that
the GOP is being “ex-
treme,” thanks to those
wacky tea partiers.

So, Bob, as a “fiscal
conservative,” what was
so outrageous about try-
ing to cut pork— Fisher-
ies in Alaska! Massive
subsidies for Amtrak! —
from the Sandy disaster-
relief bill? What was so
nuts about looking for
offsets to pay for it?

Bob, I’m going to be
straight with you. I never
had much respect for
your political acumen
before, but you’re a suck-
er.

You’re still spouting
this nonsense about being
fiscally conservative
while insisting the GOP
is the problem. You buy
into media’s anti-Repub-
lican hysteria no matter
what the facts are. Heck,
you even believe it when
Obama suggests he’s like
an Eisenhower Repub-

lican.
Well, let’s talk about

Eisenhower, your kind of
Republican. Did you
know that in his famous
farewell address he
warned about the debt?
“We cannot mortgage the
material assets of our
grandchildren without
risking the loss also of
their political and spiritu-
al heritage,” he said. “We
want democracy to sur-
vive for all generations to
come, not to become the
insolvent phantom of
tomorrow.”

Bob, we are that in-
solvent phantom, you
feckless, gormless clod.
The year Eisenhower
delivered that speech,
U.S. debt was roughly
half our GDP. But that
was when we were still
paying off World War II
(not to mention things
like the Marshall Plan),
and the defense budget
made up more than half
the U.S. budget (today it’s
a fifth and falling). Now,
the debt is bigger than
our GDP. Gross Domestic
Product is barely $15
trillion. The national debt
is over $16 trillion and
climbing— fast. The
country isn’t going broke,
Bob, it is broke.

When GeorgeW. Bush
added nearly $5 trillion in
national debt in two
terms you were scandal-
ized. When Obama added
more than that in one
term, you yawned. When,
in 2006, then-Sen. Obama
condemned Bush’s fail-
ure of leadership and

vowed to vote against
raising the debt ceiling,
you thought him a states-
man. Obama, who wants
to borrow trillions more,
now admits that was
purely a “political vote.”

Yet when Republicans
actually have the courage
of Obama’s own convic-
tions, you condemn them.

You nodded sagely
when Obama said we
needed a “balanced ap-
proach” to cut the deficit.
He said he couldn’t rein
in entitlements without
also raising taxes on
“millionaires and billion-
aires.” Well, he won that
fight. We raised taxes on
millionaires and billion-
aires exactly as much as
he wanted. We also raised
the payroll tax on every-
one.

Obama’s response to
getting the tax hikes he
wanted? He says we still
need a “balanced ap-
proach” — i.e., even more
tax hikes.

Anyone who calls
himself a fiscal conserva-
tive understands we have
a spending problem. Do
the math. A two-earner
couple that retired in
2011 after making $89,000
per year will pay about
$114,000 into Medicare
over their lifetimes but
will receive $355,000.
When will it dawn on you
that Obama doesn’t think
we have a spending prob-
lem? I ask because when
he said “we don’t have a
spending problem,” it
seemed to have no effect
on you.

And yet you still think
Paul Ryan’s budget was
“extreme.” Do you know
when it balanced the
budget? 2040. What’s a
non-extreme date to bal-
ance the budget, Bob?
2113?

Look, Bob, I don’t want
to go spelunking in that
cranium of yours. I don’t
know why you think
you’re a fiscal conserva-
tive. The simple fact is,
you’re not. The green-
eye-shaded Republicans
you claim to miss would
be scandalized by the
mess we’re in, largely
thanks to voters like you,
Bob. Eisenhower would
take a flamethrower to
today’s Washington.

I don’t expect you to
vote Republican, never
mind admit you’re simply
a liberal. But please stop
preening about your
fiscal conservatism,
particularly as you con-
demn the GOP for not
being fiscal conserva-
tives, even when they are
the only fiscal conserva-
tives in town.

Contact Jonah Goldberg at Jonah-
sColumn@aol.com, or via Twitter
@JonahNRO.

You sure you’re a
fiscal conservative?

Jonah
Goldberg

Tribune Media

NATE BEELER/THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

For the Rev. Al Sharpton, well-known civil
rights activist and television personality, the
moment of personal reckoning about the

apocalyptic toll of gun violence came in August of
last year, as he walked into a Harlem church to
deliver the eulogy for a dead 4-year-old.

“I walked in and saw this miniature casket, and
it shook me. And I thought, ‘How come we’re not
doing more about this?’ ” Sharpton told me.

That’s the salient question, isn’t
it? And it’s especially pertinent for
the legions of black preachers,
activists and politicians who claim
their priority is improving the
lives of black Americans. If there
is a “black agenda,” shouldn’t re-
ducing black-on-black gun vio-
lence lead the list?

A young black man dies from
gunfire every few hours, usually
at the hands of another young
black man, according to federal
statistics. Gun violence is the lead-
ing cause of death for black men
younger than 35, says the Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention.
Try to imagine the outcry from black America if

self-appointed neighborhood watch vigilantes
killed a young black man every few hours.

Sharpton —with whom I caught up just after
he’d left the White House for the announcement —
speculates that too many of those on the front lines
of civil rights activism have become desensitized
to firearms deaths. “My fear is that we’ve seen so
much gun violence that we’ve become numb to it.
All of us have dropped the ball in terms of elevat-
ing this issue to the crisis that it is,” he said.

That failure may also stem, at least partly, from
embarrassment, said U.S. Rep. Emanuel Cleaver,
D-Mo., former chairman of the Congressional
Black Caucus.

“I think African-Americans are not happy about
bringing attention to perhaps the greatest deficit
in our urban core, and that’s the disrespect for
human life. (Acknowledging it) aids and abets
those who… hate us,” Cleaver said.

But the bile and bigotry on the ultraconserva-
tive right should not stop black American activists
from acknowledging the devastation in black
neighborhoods and vowing to do everything pos-
sible to stop it. One part of the answer is clearly to
reduce the availability of firearms, so ubiquitous
that the criminally irresponsible can get their
hands on one. Or two. Or five.

First, though, law-abiding black folks have to
overcome their weary resignation to the havoc
created by black criminals and a vow to stay as far
away from them as possible. .

Not all the dead are thugs, by any stretch of the
imagination. Some are just trying to imitate them
without killing anyone— or being killed.

Still, a culture that celebrates thuggery is anoth-
er part of the problem, as Sharpton points out.

Besides, many of the victims of this holocaust
are not even thug wannabes but rather babies
barely out of diapers. Four-year-old LloydMorgan
Jr., whose tiny casket so rattled Sharpton, was on a
playground when he was hit by a stray bullet from
a nearby gunfight. He deserved the chance to grow
up as surely as the children slaughtered at Sandy
Hook.

Contact Cynthia Tucker at cynthia@cynthiatucker.com.

Black America must
fight gun violence

Cynthia
Tucker
Universal
UClick
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church and sponsored
integrated events.
George, who died in 1996,
was the first white bank-
er in Tallahassee to ap-
prove business loans for
blacks. Clifton, 93, was a
fixture at city and county
commission meetings,
where she railed about
everything fromworld
peace to support for the
arts.

The Spring House was
their salon, where they
hosted parties for all
manner of causes and
people.

“You’ve heard Clifton
talk about the soul of this
house,” Alvis Duncan said
at the clean-up. “Every
time I’m in this house, I
experience something of
that soul.”

Duncan, an Orlando
business owner, has been
brought in to drum up
financial support. He
plans four seasonal fund-
raisers this year at the
house (art show, bike
rally, football weekend
and holiday party), as
well as soliciting individ-
ual donations.

“There is a lot of mon-
ey that needs to be raised,
but I absolutely think we
can do it,” Duncan said.
“It’s important to me that

my state save the only
home in the state de-
signed by Frank Lloyd
Wright. Not only for tour-
ism, which will be a piece
of it. But because it’s
work of art and history
we shouldn’t lose.”

Supporters point to
Phoenix, where a Frank
LloydWright-designed
home was recently saved
from the wrecking ball by
a buyer who purchased it
for $2.4 million and do-
nated it to a nonprofit
association as a cultural
center like the Spring
House Institute envisions.

It may difficult to find
someone in Tallahassee to
donate $2.4 million for

the Spring House—
whose structure and 10
acres are valued at
$184,000. But ByrdMash-
burn, the Lewises’ daugh-
ter, said turning the house
to public use was the
dream of her parents —
and she’s convinced it will
happen.

“This house is one of a
kind; shouldn’t Leon
County and Tallahassee
want to save this?” Mash-
burn said. “It’s going to
be done. It may take a
while. But it’s going to be
done.”

Contact senior writer Gerald Ensley
at gensley@tallahassee.com or
850-599-2310.

Continued » 1C

Ensley

Spring House owner Clifton Lewis, left, and her daughter
Byrd Mashburn during the reception at the Frank Lloyd
Wright-designed home. Lewis intends to deed the house
to the nonprofit Spring House Institute, which hopes to
restore the house and open it for public events. GERALD
ENSLEY/DEMOCRAT

attention.
By the way, if you or

your co-workers can’t
find the time to volun-
teer, the coalition also is

asking for donations of
$5 gift cards or cash to
purchase $5 cards that
will be distributed to
those who agree to the
survey. The goal is to
purchase about 500
cards.

“It’s extremely impor-
tant, and it’s a big un-

dertaking,” Pourciau
said. “There’s a lot riding
on this for the communi-
ty.”

Contact Associate Editor Byron
Dobson at bdobson@tallahas-
see.com, call him at (850) 599-2258
or follow him on Twitter at @byron-
dobson.

Continued » 1C

Dobson
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